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The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
Re: City of Seattle MERCER WEST TIGER IV application 
 
Monday, March 12, 2012 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the City of Seattle's application for the US Department of 
Transportation TIGER grant.  Funding from this grant will be dedicated to the Two‐Way Mercer West 
project.   
 
The Mercer West Corridor is a critical transportation connection that carries more than 70,000 people a 
day.  It has been a major traffic bottleneck in the Seattle area, limiting access to the growing South Lake 
Union area, the Seattle waterfront, the Seattle Center, and major federal and state highways.  This 
project is vital because it supports key sectors of the regional economy including: maritime industry, 
manufacturing and industrial companies, and international trade. 
 
A large number of Kane Environmental clients are associated with the North Pacific Fishing Fleet and the 
maritime and manufacturing industries of InterBay and Ballard.  These companies will thrive on better 
access to the West Mercer Corridor due to more efficient freight mobility with improved access in the 
area to transport their goods to market.  The improvement will also benefit access to the passenger 
cruise ship industry, which has an economic impact of $393 million to our local economy.  Furthermore, 
the project encourages development of a Port of Seattle owned 90‐acres parcel north of Terminals 90 
and 91. 

 
Regards, 

 
 
 

John Kane, CEO/President 
Kane Environmental, Inc. 

 

cc:  
  Senator Patty Murray   
  Senator Maria Cantwell          
  Governor Christine Gregoire   
  Congressman Jim McDermott           
  Mayor Mike McGinn, Seattle 


